
 



The Land Function Vision 
Across the world, landscapes are disturbed by mining, infrastructure development, and resource 
extraction. These activities provide essential materials that support modern society, but they 
also leave behind environmental challenges that must be addressed responsibly. 

For decades, reclamation efforts have focused primarily on reshaping disturbed land and 
establishing vegetation cover. While these actions represent important first steps, they do not 
always confirm whether the landscape has truly recovered. 

A restored landscape must do more than appear stable. It must regain the ability to regulate 
itself naturally. 

Water must move through the terrain in predictable ways. Soil must resist erosion. Vegetation 
must persist across seasons, and sediment movement must decline over time. 

In other words, the landscape must begin functioning again as a stable environmental system. 

The Land Function Standard was developed to support this objective. 

By integrating field observation, environmental indicators, and geospatial monitoring 
technologies, the framework provides a transparent method for evaluating whether reclaimed 
landscapes are recovering as intended. 

Modern tools such as satellite imagery, terrain analysis, and large-scale environmental datasets 
now allow professionals to observe how landscapes behave across entire regions and across 
decades of environmental change. 

These capabilities create an opportunity to transform how reclamation is evaluated. 

Instead of relying solely on reports or inspections, environmental recovery can now be 
demonstrated through measurable evidence of landscape behavior. 

The long-term vision of the Land Function initiative is to make environmental restoration more 
transparent, more measurable, and more scientifically grounded. 

Through collaboration with environmental professionals, researchers, and technology partners, 
the Land Function Standard aims to advance a shared understanding of how disturbed 
landscapes recover and how responsible resource development can coexist with long-term 
environmental stability. 

Ultimately, the goal is simple: 

Disturbed land should not only be repaired — it should be able to function again. 



The Next Era of Environmental 
Restoration 
As environmental monitoring technology continues to advance, the ability to observe 
landscapes over time is rapidly improving. Satellite imagery, terrain analysis, and large-scale 
environmental datasets now make it possible to examine how land systems behave across 
entire watersheds and across decades of environmental change. 

These tools allow scientists, engineers, and land managers to move beyond isolated site 
inspections and toward continuous observation of environmental performance. 

Within the Land Function framework, geospatial technology plays a critical role in verifying 
whether reclaimed landscapes are stabilizing and recovering as intended. Platforms such as 
Google Earth Engine allow environmental professionals to analyze terrain structure, watershed 
behavior, vegetation response, and erosion trends using large-scale environmental datasets 
and long-term satellite imagery archives. 

When combined with field observation and environmental indicators, geospatial monitoring 
creates a powerful system for understanding how landscapes respond to disturbance and how 
they recover over time. 

The result is a more transparent and measurable approach to environmental restoration. 

 

Collaboration and Shared Knowledge 
Environmental restoration is not the responsibility of a single industry, organization, or institution. 
It is a shared responsibility that requires collaboration between scientists, land managers, 
engineers, policymakers, and communities. 

The Land Function initiative is intended to support this collaboration. 

By providing a common framework for observing and evaluating landscape recovery, the Land 
Function Standard aims to help professionals communicate more clearly about what 
environmental success looks like and how it can be achieved. 

Educational programs, research partnerships, and shared environmental data can all contribute 
to this effort. 

As more professionals adopt evidence-based approaches to reclamation and restoration, the 
collective understanding of how landscapes recover will continue to grow. 



 

A Simple but Powerful Goal 
The long-term objective of the Land Function initiative is not to create additional regulation or 
complexity. Instead, the goal is to provide a clear and measurable framework for understanding 
whether disturbed landscapes are truly recovering. 

When a landscape stabilizes naturally, regulates water flow, supports vegetation over time, and 
resists ongoing erosion, the system has begun to function again. 

When this occurs, reclamation has succeeded. 

The Land Function Standard exists to help make that success visible, measurable, and 
repeatable. 

The Land Function Initiative 
The Land Function Standard is intended to evolve through research, field application, and 
collaboration with environmental professionals around the world. 

As practitioners apply the framework to real landscapes, new observations and insights will 
continue to refine the understanding of how land systems recover from disturbance. 

Educational programs, field studies, and geospatial analysis will contribute to the ongoing 
development of the standard. 

Through this process, the Land Function initiative seeks to build a shared body of knowledge 
that supports responsible land stewardship and long-term environmental stability. 

The ultimate aim is to provide a practical framework that helps communities, industries, and 
environmental professionals work together toward a common goal: 

Land that functions again. 

The Land Function Standard represents an effort to bring clarity, measurable evidence, and 
shared understanding to the long-term stewardship of the landscapes on which society 
depends. 
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